I hope that everyone is having a successful breeding season.  My girls are cycling later in the season as usual, but I only have a few left to go!


I have just arrived back from the ADGA Convention and Board of Directors Meeting.  It was a very successful convention again this year.  There were many items that passed by the board and I’ll summarize several of them below.  The ADGA website has a complete listing of all of the board action at www.adga.org.  Check it out if you get a chance.


Of important note is that you will be receiving a ballot to vote on the changes to the constitution.  The information and ballot will arrive with a News & Events.  The items that will be presented are as follows: 1) The Executive Committee will have the authority to hire legal counsel (this is not specifically stated in our Guidebook) 2) Any member who files a lawsuit against ADGA and does not prevail, or it is dismissed, will reimburse ADGA for legal fees 3) If ADGA takes legal action against a member and prevails the member is responsible for ADGA’s legal expenses 4) If a director files a lawsuit against ADGA they will not receive information regarding the litigation due to the attorney/client privilege 5) Revision of the Executive Session to include litigation matters.  All of the items are presented based on past legal experience and on the advice of our ADGA attorney.  When you receive your ballot in the mail I would encourage you to read over it carefully and take the time to vote.  If you have any questions, I’d be happy to answer them for you.


Breed Standards Committee: Approved of LaMancha ear measurement technique.


IM Committee: Approved of a new position of the Information Services & Systems Manager.  The person hired is the programmer who wrote our new registration system.


Linear Appraisal: Added a new miscellaneous code 81: Exceeds maximum height allowed for breed (Nigerian Dwarf).


Sire Development/Shows: The Superior Genetics designation was approved by the Board in 1994, but never implemented due to the computer programming available at the time.  Now the computer has caught up with us.  The designation “SG” will appear on registration papers as a prefix to the animal name and will be in the same place as the champion designations.  The “SG” refers to an animal who is in the top 15% of their breed for PTI.  The designation “SGCH” is an animal who achieved the SG award and is also a permanent grand champion.  The “SGCH” can be used for entry into the Champion Challenge Class.


ADGA is moving toward many more on-line services over the next three years.  One item that you’ll be seeing soon is a members only portion of the ADGA website.  Once this is established you will begin to see where you can access your account to check on an account balance, see if your registration application were received and when, etc.  The movement is toward true on-line registrations and member services.  Check the website often to see the new services.


This is just a quick run down of items that changed during the board meeting.  There is a complete listing on the ADGA website and it should also appear in the next News & Events.


I hope you have a wonderful Holiday Season!  Please feel free to contact me any time I can be of help to you.

Take care, Robin Saum
